
1. Soon after psychological services were offered at a middle school site, the staff discovered that the middle school administration and teaching staff would refer students with “overt” behavior problems to mental health psychologists, but did not refer those student s who had unmet mental health needs but did not exhibit behavior problems (e.g., depression, anxiety). 
NOTES:

2. As health coordinator, I also learned that space was not the only problem.  One principal just didn’t want a full-time school nurse.  He had tolerated an on-call nurse in the past.  He did not want and felt he did not need a full-time nurse in his building.  He felt strongly that the money spent on a full-time nurse would be better used if spent on curriculum.

NOTES:

3. The educationalist has the child’s education as its focus; however, they also have legal responsibility to the parent.  The medical provider’s primary responsibility is to the “patient.”  Differences can cause heated episodes to occur.  These differences become ever more obvious when agencies, e.g., hospital, clinics, health department, outside the school system are operating clinics within schools to provide medical care to school children.

One heated episode occurred over the use of a brochodilator (inhaler).  The hospital nurse working out of a school clinic administered medication to an asthmatic child.  The nurse had checked the child’s permission sheet, and this was signed by the parents; however, the nurse did not notify the parents that a medication had been given.  The child went home and told the parents of the asthmatic episode.  The parents became enraged because they were not called before the medication was given.  It was extremely difficult to negotiate this very confusing responsibility channel.  

NOTES:
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